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a truly great man, and in the end the great leader won.
The year 1777 was marked by two important events.
One was the capture of Philadelphia, the capital of the
colonies, by the British under General Howe. His
success, however, was more than offset by the defeat
and capture of an entire British army, which was at-
tempting to invade the States from Canada, at Saratoga
near Lake George, by the American general Horatio
Gates. This latter victory was especially important, for it
enabled Benjamin Franklin, then in France, to persuade
the French King to form an alliance with the Americans,
and to aid them with men, money and ships as ex-
plained in the previous chapter.

This treaty was not signed, however, until February
6, 1778. Meanwhile the winter of 1777-1778 had proved
a black period for Washington and his gallant army. It
was spent at a place called Valley Forge, twenty miles
from Philadelphia, and there in draughty log huts, half-
starved, and without sufficient clothing to cover them,
eleven thousand men passed the winter months. It was
a terrible ordeal. The soldiers3 legs frofce and went
black through exposure. The rough, ill-equipped hos-
pitals were crowded with sick and dying, while hun-
dreds of other men were unfit for service, and lay about
in the huts where they were lucky if they had a blanket
to cover them.

But even bad things have an end. The dread winter
passed, and then, on May 6, 1778; news arrived of
Franklin's success in Paris. These joyful tidings put
fresh heart into the patriot army, and soon after, General
Clinton, who had taken over Howe's command in